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The American Society of Panama et
80th Anniversary Gala Dinner Dance

Friday, November 18 2011 at 7:00 p m.
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"Sheraton Panama Hotel, Chagres Room, Panama City
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La Estrella de Panama Online — Noviembre 22, 2011
http://www.laestrella.com.pa/online/impreso/2011/11/22/festejan 80 anos.asp

(Reprinted from La Estrella de Panama Newspaper, November 22, 2011)

La Sociedad Americana en Panama conmemord sus 80
afios de fundacion con una gran fiesta en el Hotel Sheraton.
La velada fue presidida por Marilyn Johnson, presidenta de
la asociacién y David Hunt, vice presidente. A la cena de
gala asistieron miembros de la organizacion e invitados
especiales, todos ataviados con elegantes vestidos para la
ocasion. El evento fue punto de encuentro para amigos,

compafieros y colegas que aprovecharon la oportunidad

para fortalecer sus lazos de confraternidad y brindar por tan
David Hunt y Marilyn Johnson, Vice Importante acontecimiento. Hubo musica, una gran variedad

Presidente y Presidenta la Sociedad
Americana (Foto La Estrella de Panama)  de platillos y bebidas.

Pragram
Welcome: Marilyn Johnson, President of the American Society of Panama (2011-2012)
National Anthems
Invocation: Toni Williams-Sanchez, Recording Secretary, American Society of Panama (2011-2012)
Dinner
History of the American Society: David Hunt, Vice President of the American Society (2011-2012)
Presentation of honors to outstanding members
Dancing to Zafiro Orchestra

Closing of Silent Auction and Announcement of Winners
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WELCOME BY

President of the American Society
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PLAYING OF THE PANAMANIAN AND U.S. NATIONAL ANTHEMS

INVOCATION
Toni Welliams-Sanctes,

Recording Secretary of the American Society
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Dinner
The four-course sit-down meal was excellent:

e

Engraved souvenir
gift to each
attendee from the
American Society

Caesar Salad with Cherry Tomatoes and grissinis
Garlic Creamy Dressing with Anchovies and Parmesan
Lentil Bisque with Pancetta and Apple
Chicken Breasts Medallions with garlic and lemon, balsamic honey,
Provencgal potatoes, and a selection of season vegetables

Tiramisu with almond touille, Kahlua sauce

L=

Sandra and David Snyder Alex and May Psychoyos Luis & Carol Marshall, Beverly & Mauricio Brewster and Cecilia Parker

The following are links offering photographs taken by
Allan Hawkins:
http://www.kodakgallery.com/gallery/creativeapps/slideShow/Main.jsp;jsessionid=1CES8E1AE2B079BD1B6B525
43AD0574B3.ecom502 main?sourceld=533754321803&cm_mmc=Share- -Personal- -Email- -Sharee- -
Imagesé& requestid=5106

Hari Singh:
https://skydrive.live.com/?cid=553c3e3fe9cabe7b&Bsrc=Photomail&Bpub=SDX.Photos&id=553C3E3
FE9QCABE7B%214542&sff=1
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HISTORY OF THE AMERICAN SOCIETY BY
David Hant

Vice President of the American Society
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What is the American Society of Panama?
http://www.amsoc.org/

The American is a non-profit, charitable, international organization. Their membership is comprised of
people from the United States, Panama, and citizens of all countries who are living in Panama and
share their values.

The American Society was founded in November 1931 by minister Roy T. Avis, Theodore McGinnis,
George Novey Sr., Robert J. Boyd Sr., Charles F. MacMurray, Joel McGinnis, Carl Brunner Sr. and
Dr. William James. These United States citizens, whose business affiliations had brought them
together, felt the need for a formal organization to promote friendship among themselves and with
Panamanians.

Members may be any nationality and must be a person of good character and willing to promote their
purpose of keeping their traditional values alive among all citizens, fostering the present friendly
relations between Americans and Panamanians (and all nationalities), contributing to charitable
organizations and promoting an alliance between diverse groups and individuals living in Panama.

Officers and Directors for 2011-2012

Honorary President - Hon. Phyllis M. Powers, U.S. Ambassador to Panama

Past President — Stephen Walling Directors:

. . Sandra Abell
President — Marilyn Johnson Robert Emerick
Vice President — David Hunt Cedric Gittens

: Steve Walling
Treasurer — Eunice Greaves Hari Singh

Recording Secretary — Toni Williams-Sanchez Gretchen Franke



Panama Cyberspace News Special Edition 6 Thursday, November 24, 2011

The American Society’s Current Scholarship Program

The American Society is a registered non-profit Society that over the years has provided money, goods,
and labor in support of various Panamanian charities. They have a strong tradition of giving something
back to this wonderful country that we call home.

In recent years, our primary focus has been on education and, specifically, supporting students to reach
their academic dreams through tuition scholarships. In all cases, these are students who have
maintained high economic standards but would not be able to continue their education without the help
of AMSOC. Their goal was to help these students gain economic independence and make positive
changes, not only in their own lives and in the lives of their families, but | their community.

American Society of Panama Presidents (1931-2011)

1931-'34 Theodore Mc Ginnis 1975 James A Reid
1935 Dr Raymond Runyan 1976 Jesse H Morris Jr
1936 Robert J. Boyd, Sr 1977 Richard Hasse
1937 Dr. Herbert C. Clark 1978 William Cunningham
1938-'39 John Gorin 1979-'80 Aurilla H Kourany
1940 -'41 Dr. William James 1981 Howard Wenzel
1942 Otto G. Hausmann 1982 John McTaggart
1943 J. Edward Healey Jr 1983 Gail Dawson
1944 John Westman 1984 Robert Lytle

1945 William Kohnhoff 1985 Ron Holloman
1946 Dr Frank a Raymond 1986 George Lindfors
1947 Clarence M. Anderson 1987 Irene Hull

1948 S C Lacey 1988 Ray Burck

1949 Herbert Knapp 1889 Stephanie Rosenfield
1950-'51 S Scollay Morre 1990-'91 Ray Underwood
1952 George L. Capwell 1992 Cheryl Obediente
1953 Louis A Gomez 1993 Ray Underwood
1954 Joseph H Harrington 1994 Bob Rupp

1955 James J Plaia 1995 Bill Brunner

1856 Elton D Todd 1996 Howard Wenzel
1957 Thomas E Oglesby 1997 Bill Riley

1958 Richard L Dhelinger 1998-'99 Charlotte Pierce
1959 William C Schnitt 2000 Stephen Walling
1960 Myron Gisher 2001 Rita Sosa

1861 Harold W ander 2002 Stephen Walling
1962 Guy M Newiland 2003-'04 Thomas Lord
1963 Edward F O'Connor 2005-'06 Dr. Robt. W. Samuels
1964 Earle Waring 2007-'08 Dr Charles Garcia
1965 J William Miller 2009 Thomas Lord
1966 Robert W Chandler 2010 Stephen Walling
1967 Richard W Haase 2011 Marilyn Johnson

1968 H Clifton Wilson

1969 A.G. Robins

1970 Michael | Malcolmson
1971 Francis E O'Connor
1972 Eugene N S Girard Il
1973 Robert M Pesqueira
1974 Alexander Plotnikoff
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Presentation of tonons to outelanding wmembers

PHOTOS BY ALLAN HAWKINS, HARI SINGH AND ALONSO GOBERN

PRESENTATION OF
Gale Cellucci

By Robert Emerick
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Gale Cellucci has a long history of volunteer work and advocacy. Her husband Tom has known about
this since their marriage at NYU Chapel which Gale helped raise funds to build. They then moved to
Panama where Tom was assigned by Westinghouse to develop the power business*they never left.

As a graduate of Studio Art at NYU, Gale continued painting in Panama. She also volunteered with the
Inter-American Women*s Club*s social program. A Board member of North American Panamanian Bi-
national Center, she held her first art exhibit in 1972. Also she developed a weekly lecture series.

In 1973 Gale had her next one person exhibit at PANARTE. She came to know artists such as Coqui
Calderon, Teresa Icaza, Manuel Chong Neto, Mario Calvitt, and Guillermo Trujillo. After 10 successful
years exhibiting, she turned her priority to raising their children. As Miguel and Angela were acting at the
Pacific Theater Arts Center Gale painted creative art on the sets. Then she was asked to help with
Theatre Guild of Ancon productions and produce the next play VANITIES in 1993. In1994 Gale*s first
one-person production NUNSENCE Il was held at TGA. To date she has been involved with more than
50 productions at the Guild, Teatro en Circulo, Teatro Anita Villalaz, among others. As co-producer with
Carlos Williams and Bruce Quinn, Director, of the 85th Anniversary of the Canal in 1999, she created a
program which ran 100 pages. Now TGA*s Honorary President, Gale helps on improving the Guild*s
facilities with aid of the U.S. Embassy*s People to People program and many volunteers. She is known
for her *Break-a-Leg* Banana Nut Bread.

1997 Gale became a board member of Fundaciéon Casita de Mausi, a non-profit providing temporary
lodging for poor cancer patients. After an exhibition to help the healing process for New Yorkers affected
by September 11, she decided Art Therapy could help cancer patients and created an alliance with the
Museum of Contemporary Art to run an Art Therapy program in 2004. She continues to *give back* to the
community which gave her so much.
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PRESENTATION OF
Carmela Lowe ﬁa&w

By Cedric Gittens

Cedric Gittens presents Carmela: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kcnb8NkDgNA&feature=feedu

Response by Carmela: ttp://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6NKNg8M43YA&feature=feedu

Carmela Lowe de Gobern retired from the Panama Canal in 1998 with 28 years of Federal Service,
having worked as a Protocol Assistant and a Liaison Officer. Following her retirement, she worked as
writer-editor of The Tropic Times military newspaper until Dec. 1999.

Carmela and her husband of 36 years, Alonso Gobern, have dedicated many years to promoting
Panama: They are the editors of the Panama Calendar for the past 26 years and of the Panama
Cyberspace News for the past 11 years (www.panamacybernews.com). They organize tours to the
interior provinces for the past 10 years and promote Panamanian souvenirs. They are well known for
their “Buns-All-Year-‘Round.” Their contributions and dedication have served to maintain social
cohesiveness while serving as a communication link to all.

Carmela is the Secretary of Admission for the Society of Friends of the West Indian Museum (SAMAAP)
working to promote the preservation of the West Indian heritage. She is the assistant organist at the Rio
Abajo Methodist Church and is also involved in the children’s ministry.

Carmela has a Bachelor’'s Degree in Liberal Arts from the University of the State of New York (1985) and
she is a 1974 graduate of the Dale Carnegie Course in Effective Public Speaking and Human Relations.
She has given several seminars and has also accepted several speaking engagements. She was a
freelance journalist and a columnist (Tips on Etiquette) for The Panama American and The Star and
Herald (1981-1987).

Carmela Gobern has been the recipient of numerous distinctions for her cultural contributions to the
community including the Panama Canal Silver Medal Honorary Public Service Award (1987), and
recognitions by the Rio Abajo Methodist Church (1989), SAMAAP (1993), GRUFOLPAWA, the
Panamanian Folkloric Group of Washington, DC (2005) and the former Mayor of Panama City Juan
Carlos Navarro (2006).

The Goberns are the parents of three children: Kajali (spouse Viviana), Nailah and Jamila, and one
grandson Alan.



Panama Cyberspace News Special Edition 9 Thursday, November 24, 2011

PRESENTATION OF

Cliarlotte Pierce

By Rita Sosa

Charlotte Pierce arrived in Panama with her husband, Michael in May of 1970. Within a few days they
attended an American Society party and started their long-term friendships with the Wenzels, Mathenys,
McTaggarts, and others.

Charlotte is known for her leadership skills and has held key positions in several organizations. She was
President of the American Society from 1998-2000. As President, she and her Board more than doubled
AMSOC’S membership. Charlotte is also a past president of Who’s New and is one of the founders of
the International School of Panama. From 2002-2005 she was the Director of the Technology
Committee of American Chamber of Commerce, which organized AMCHAM'S first technology trade fair
in Panama. Charlotte was co-chairperson of Anne Graham Lotz's Just Give Me Jesus revival in
Panama. Over 8,000 Christian women from Panama and Latin America participated in this event. She
also organized a Tea for the First Lady of Panama and Ms. Lotz with over 700 women patrticipating.

Charlotte retired in 1999 as the US Army’s Executive Officer for six military bases in Panama. During her
leadership, Panama’'s US Army Garrison won first place, for three consecutive years, as the best
Garrison for its Quality of Life for thousands of military and their families. This was the first time that a US
Army Garrison had won The Army Community of Excellence three years in a row in world-wide
competition. Because of Charlotte’s expertise she was selected to serve as a Quality Examiner for U.S.
Army bases.

Since 2001 she has been the coordinator of the Prison Ministry in her church and visits the inmates
weekly at the Centro Femenino de Rehabilitacion. Through caring, listening and Bible Studies, the
inmates are given spiritual and practical guidance for everyday living. Charlotte dreams of opening a
house of prayer or a transition home that offers a safe and loving environment for women. Charlotte and
Michael have two sons, Gregory and Brian and two grandchildren, Marcela Elizabeth and John Michael.
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PRESENTATION OF

Alex and May Peychoyo

By Sandra Snyder

May Psychoyos has been active in numerous charity organizations including Casa Alianza, Caravana,
The American Society, Hellenic Charities, among others; and is a co-founder, organizer and honorary
Director of Casa Esperanza. Casa Esperanza is a nonprofit organization established as an NGO in 1992
with the mission of rescuing the street children and providing development opportunities for them and
their families.

May is an accomplished cook and used her knowledge of cooking to help found what was to become the
Tagaropulos Food Service. She used her culinary skills not only in her business activities but also in
numerous charity bake sales and fund raising dinners, one of which hosted 180 guests. May is
supporting her daughter in law, Debbie in her project of teaching teachers to teach. Pro-Ed has received
praise for this work from the Ministry of Education, and her last session in October helped train 125
teachers who serve throughout the republic. May is known for opening her home to those new to
Panama both privately and through her work with the Who*s New Club. Her organization of the
American Society annual Christmas Balls has been recognized as being among the best and most
successful ever held at the Ambassador*s Residence.

Alex Psychoyos, a Brooklyn boy who served with the infantry in Korea, had degrees in business
administration and engineering. He and May were married in 1957 and came to Panama in January
1958. That year in December he opened the first modern supermarket in Panama City. Striving to make
his supermarkets the best in Panama, he named them REY. He was founder and President of numerous
other projects, including the Ancon Insurance Company, the Primer Agencia de Seguridad and factories
for the manufacture of barbed wire, detergents, sauces, canned foodstuff, plastic bags and metal bottle
caps. He continues as President of the Rey Supermarkets, and director of several other companies.

Alex has been an avid supporter of the American Society, Past President of both the Salvation Army and
the Panama Rotary Club. He has also served with the Rotary Foundation, the Colegio San Benito of
Volcan, the Navy League and the Historical Society of Panama. He was one of the founders and
President of the American Chamber of Commerce and Industry.
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HONOREES AND THEIR SPOUSES

Gale and Tom Cellucci Alonso and Carmela Gobern

Michael and Charlotte Pierce Alex and Mav Psvchovos
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HONOREES WITH THE PRESIDENT OF THE AMERICAN SOCIETY

Tom Cellucci, Marilyn Johnson and Gale Cellucci Carmela Gobern and Marilyn Johnson

Charlotte Pierce and Marilyn Johnson
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MUSIC FOR DANCING BY ZAFIRO ORCHESTRA

Guests danced the night away!
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A SILENT AUCTION WAS HELD AS A FUND-RAISER

DONORS (in alphabetical order): DONATION VALUE
1. Alex Sosa Gift Basket of Liquor $35

2. Ann Gordon de Barrigén Whale-watching Tour for 1 $100-$200
3. Ann Gordon de Barrigén Embera Village Tour for 1 $100-$125
4. Barbara Dove 3 Prints of her original art $150

5. Bern Hotels and Resort Dinner for 2 at Intercontinental Hotel $60

6. City Club Brunch for 2 $60

7. City Club Brunch for 2 $60

8. Elga, S.A. Steam Iron $25

9. Fire and Ice Dinner for 2 $25
10. Henesy Rodriguez Group Gift Certificate for $100 La Chesa $100
11. Henesy Rodriguez Group  $50 Gift Certificate for Market $50
12. Henesy Rodriguez Group  $50 Gift Certificate for Market $50
13. Henesy Rodriguez Group ~ $50 Gift Certificate for La Posta $50
14. Linda Roberts New Coach Wallet $188
15. Marilyn Johnson Original mixed media Painting $250
16. Niels Pedersen, S.A. Gourmet Gift Basket $50
17. Niels Pedersen, S.A. Gourmet Gift Basket $50

18. Pesantez Tours Dinner for 2 at Las Tinajas Restaurant $60

19. Promises $50 Gift Certificate $50

20. Ramona Rhoades Makeup products $464
21. Restaurant Pencas Dinner for 2 $30
22. Restaurant Pencas Dinner for 2 $30
23. Roland Taylor-Enroth Patina Copper cuff Bracelet $30
24. Sheraton Panama Hotel 1 weekend night for 2 $150
25. Sheraton Panama Hotel Buffet dinner for 4 $80
26. Toni Sanchez Box of Usher Men’s Products $60

27. Toucan Golf & Country Club Four rounds of Golf and Lunch $295
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Celebrate the Holidays

with a
Traditional American Holiday Dinner

Help us toast the holiday season with turley, dressing & all the trimmings
* & help the needy celebrate this "season of giving” with a gift of food

Balboa Yacht Club

{under new management & featunng Chel Chrs, from NY, Mew Orleans and now Panama)

Wednesday, December 14

\' i 7:00 dinner o

=
3 ) menu for the evening: o

Roast turkey, turkey dressing, mashed potatoes, gravy, cranberry sauce,
vegelable, tropical fruit salad, apple & pumpkin pie,
wine or 1ced tea

Members: 525 (children under 12: $15)
Non-members: $35 children under 12: §25)

* to help those less fortunate we are asking you to bring an item
of non-perishable food to be donated to the Women's Shelter of Colon

vou can buy tickets from anvone listed here:

Marilyn Johnson

Steve Walling

Cedric Gittens

Robert Emerick
Eunice A. Greaves
David Hunt

Toni Williams-Sanchez
Hari Singh

6583-1165 / 250-0799
6612-8449

223-5526

314-0480

6616-1896 / 229-4009
6496-9200

6683-7816 / 250-0274
232-7140/ 6758-9854.
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Please reserve Saturday, January 28, 2012 for their
Annual Dry Season Picnic in El Valle

We are telling you early because it is sometimes difficult to make hotel reservations during the
high season in El Valle, and many of our members like to stay overnight
BBQ lunch from 11:00- 4:00 on the grounds of Los Capitanes Hotel
Prices will be announced soon
Both members and non-members are invited to the BBQ lunch but the party will continue

on into the evening for MEMBERS only at our annual Lasagna Party.
Contact us for more information.

BBQ Menu:

"Grillwurst" German Sausage
"Fleischkase" special German meatloaf
"Kotelett" fresh pork-chop
"Hahnerbrust” Chicken Breast
"Maiskolben" Corn on the Cob

Salads and Sauces

One bottle of water per person

Local Cold Beer, Sodas $1

Domestic Liquor $2 per drink
Imported Drinks, beer Regular price

January is also membership renewal time
Membership Renewal: $40 for a family and for a single person. The Single Person member
may bring one guest to each function at the same cost as a family member.
New Membership fee is $50 per family

Bus Service to the Picnic:

We will again be providing bus service leaving from "Niko's Restaurant” in Balboa-Ancon. Cost
will be determined by the number of persons wanting to go and come back by bus on Saturday
21 January. By providing this bus service many more members are able to attend. The bus
also will take you to the famous "El Valle Market".

For more information on the bus service please contact :

Eunice Greaves: 229-4009 / 6616-1896 Email: panaeac@yahoo.com

Cedric Gittens: 223-5526 / 6612-5663 Email: cedric@cwpanama.net
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RESPONSE BY CARMELA GOBERN:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6NKNg8M43Y A&feature=feedu

Officers and Members of the American Society of Panama, Ladies and Gentlemen, amigos todos:

I would like to ask my dear husband of 36 years (Alonso) to join me at this podium. Alonso is the
wind beneath my wings...and | say this because in addition to being supportive in all the ventures in
which | am involved, he motivates and encourages me, so that together we can meet greater
challenges. So tonight | am not taking all the credit....] am sharing this recognition with him.

| received the invitation for this recognition from my friend Toni Williams-Sanchez while on
vacation in Los Angeles, California a few months ago and needless to say, it was indeed a tremendous
surprise and | thank the American Society of Panama for having considered me deserving of this honor.

Alonso and | are appreciative of the love, friendship and support received throughout the years,
and this is manifested here tonight with so many of you who have chosen to accompany us: We are
blessed to have representation from my church, my graduating class of 1968 PHS, SAMAAP, the
Panama Cyberspace News and of course my family in the person of my dear sister Melva Goodin. |
would like to take this opportunity to mention the names of our special guests who are from overseas
(and ask that you stand): Bishop Stanley Webb (Pennsylvania), Beverly Oglivie (Maryland), Marcia
Henry (Georgia), Tania Reid (New York), Gilberto Ansell (Ohio), Alexander and Zenaida Hegedus
(New Jersey), Luis and Carol Marshall (Georgia) and Mauricio and Beverly Brewster (Georgia).

There are occasions when acquaintances, friends, CyberNews subscribers and even relatives
ask me how | accomplish all that | do. My response to that question is simple: Having found my purpose
in life, | AM MOTIVATED BY DOING-WHAT-I-LOVE AND LOVING-WHAT-I-DO. | am definitely not
motivated by popularity, the number of CyberNews subscribers, fame nor fortune; because | have
learned from my mentor author, psychologist and speaker Dr. Wayne Dyer, that “the more we have
does not make us more valuable as a person.” | strongly believe that doing what we love and loving
what we do (especially when it involves forgetting about ourselves and reaching out to serve others)
does offer its own rewards and whatever the Universe provides for us in the way of outcome is a bonus
and should be graciously accepted. This recognition here tonight is one of the unexpected rewards of
doing what | love and loving what | do, and again | humbly thank you.

| recently came across the following poem (author unknown), which describes my perspective of

life and it reads:

1. “Happiness keeps me Sweet, 4. Failures keep me Humble,
2. Trials keep me Strong, 5. Success keeps me Glowing,
3. Sorrows keep me Human, 6. But only God keeps me going!”

| conclude then by once more thanking you for this honor and thanking God for the unique

opportunity of serving my fellowmen and our beautiful country of Panama. Thank you.
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THANK YOU TO THE AMERICAN SOCIETY
FROM

Carmela and Alonso Gobern

Thank you souvenirs for our female guests Carm and Thank you souvenirs for our male guests

Attention: Marilyn Johnson, Toni Williams-Sanchez, Cedric Gittens and Eunice Greaves

Dear Friends,
Please accept our sincere appreciation for an outstanding American Society 80th Anniversary Gala on
Friday, November 18, 2011. All the comments received by our guests were favorable.

Alonso and | enjoyed the occasion very much.

Marilyn, It is not very often that we attend sit-down dinners these days; every occasion is "buffet." So
this was a welcome change.

The food was excellent, the salad enjoyable, the soup delicious, the main course was tasty (everything
gourmet style) and the dessert was totally different from anything that | have eaten.

The decoration of the hall was very elegantly done. Thank you for the souvenir glass.
Zafiro Orchestra had us all "dancing the night away." (Smile)
| appreciate the gift of the engraved crystal bowl and it will be treasured for years to come.

Toni, thanks again for your support and for nominating me. Cedric, you were super! Eunice, | know you
worked very hard and the results were obvious.

Again, my congratulations to the committee for a job well done

Blessings and again my sincere appreciation for selecting me for this honor.

Carm

Carmela L. Gobern

Editor, Panama Cyberspace News
goberncl@cwpanama.net

Tel. (507) 314-0398

Cel. (507) 6675-4507

U.S. (678) 927-2207
www.panamacybernews.com




